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Coinciding with the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of
the Mexican Chemical Society (SQM) a special issue dedicat-
ed to the distinguished scientist and Professor Dr. Pedro
Joseph-Nathan on his sixty fifth anniversary is being pub-
lished. This fact is symbolic because it was in one of many sci-
entific meetings organized by SQM that we first came in con-
tact with Dr. Joseph-Nathan, with whom, unbeknownst to us at
that time, we would later build a solid and up to now insepara-
ble organic chemistry research group, whose members span
several lustra.

For one of us, this first encounter with whom had already
been the recipient of several awards -among them, University
Medal from the Central University of Ecuador, 1976- took
place in Toluca on occasion of the XII Mexican Congress of
Chemistry organized by SQM. On that meeting Dr. Joseph-
Nathan delivered a magistral lecture that was highly emotion-
al, as it honored Dr. Jesús Romo Armería [1] who had died a
few months earlier. Like his mentor, and maybe inspired by
his example, Dr. Joseph-Nathan’s scientific work would devel-
op between Mexico and the rest of Latin America, as is attest-
ed by one of his earliest awards.

Four years later, in the beautiful colonial city of Morelia,
November 1981, Dr. Joseph-Nathan attended the XVI
Mexican Congress of Chemistry organized by SQM. This
event turned out to be significantly important for the
Michoacán University of San Nicolás de Hidalgo, and espe-
cially for the University’s Institute of Chemical and Biological
Research, where its young staff of researchers, many of them
tutored by Dr. Joseph-Nathan, were celebrating the Institute’s
fifth anniversary. On that occasion a chemistry student was
introduced to Dr. Joseph-Nathan, and this is how another
member of our group joined the ring.

A big part of Dr. Joseph-Nathan’s outstanding work has
developed through nineteen countries of Latin America, Spain
and Portugal. Dr. Joseph-Nathan has coordinated and worked
as an advisor in the development of research projects within
the Ibero American Program of Science and Technology for
the Development (CYTED). Dr. Joseph-Nathan has received a
great number of recognitions from Latin American universi-

ties, like the Honoris Causa Doctorate from the National
University of Tucuman, Argentina 1995.

Although one of us started working as a professor at the
Center of Research and of Advanced Studies of the National
Polytechnic Institute (CINVESTAV) in 1983 -after obtaining
his doctorate degree from the University of Paris VI- our com-
mon path formally started in 1994, when the other of us
returned from a postgraduate fellowship at the University of
California to join the faculty of CINVESTAV. This happened
28 years after Joseph-Nathan first joined CINVESTAV and 31
years after the publication of his first research paper,
“Aromatin and Aromaticin, New Sesquiterpene Lactones
Isolated from Helenium aromaticum” [2]. Who would have
thought back then that almost 45 years later Dr. Joseph-
Nathan’s scientific work would account to over 360 published
articles: a clear proof of tenacious dedication to his profession-
al calling. But beyond his commitment to science, Dr. Joseph-
Nathan is dedicated to graduate young researchers, both
Mexican and from Central and South America, in whom he
instills his own unswerving scientific rigor.

In March 1966 Dr. Joseph-Nathan, who until then had
only been a chemist and a chemical engineer, became the eigh-
teenth person to obtain a doctorate degree in chemistry from
the National Autonomous University of Mexico, Institute of
Chemistry. Almost twenty years had passed since UNAM’s
Chemistry Institute granted its first doctorate degree to Alberto
Sandoval in 1947. Dr. Joseph-Nathan’s first article for the
Revista de la Sociedad Química de México –nowadays
Journal of the Mexican Chemical Society- was published a
year after he obtained his doctorate degree [3]. This article is
one of his more than twenty scientific contributions to this
journal. That year also marks the time Dr. Joseph-Nathan
attended his first scientific meeting: II Congress of SQM [4].
Up to now, Dr. Joseph-Nathan has contributed an extraordi-
nary body of work to this important forum: around 260
research presentations and lectures. In 1986 SQM granted him
the Andrés Manuel del Río National Award in Chemistry.

Dr. Joseph-Nathan’s recollections take us back to the days
when his favorite toys were his electric train, his Meccano and



his roller skates, with wheels that had to be replaced by new
ones due to extreme wear. Those days also bring Dr. Joseph-
Nathan’s memories of renowned personalities from the chem-
istry world visiting his family home; celebrities like professor
Albert Hofmann, who celebrated his one hundredth birthday
last January 2006! [5], discoverer of the active principles of
the Mexican magic mushrooms (“Teonanacatl”), and
Professor Arthur Stoll (1887-1971) [6], a chemist and pharma-
cologist whose research work on ergot alkaloids made him
worthy of worldwide prestige. Those familiar toys of old have
now given way to watches and climatological measuring
instruments.

We now go back to 1941, the year when UNAM’s
Institute of Chemistry was founded, coinciding with the 25th

anniversary of the National School of Chemical Sciences of
the same University [7]. It is in September of this emblematic
year for the chemical science in Mexico that a blue, chubby
rabbit shaped rattle welcomes a baby boy who would be
named Pedro. His parents: Dr. Georg Joseph, who got his doc-
torate degree in pharmacy [8] from the University of Freiburg
in Germany in 1926, and Alice Nathan whose mastery of the
flute and piano [9] come from her time at the Conservatory of
Berlin. When he celebrated his 24 birthday, the rising
researcher had already coauthored several articles, 3 of which
were published in one of the last volumes of the Bulletin of the
Institute of Chemistry of the UNAM [10]. These articles clear-
ly reflect what would be Dr. Joseph-Nathan’s favorite and
therefore more frequent areas of research: natural products
and nuclear magnetic resonance.

As a conclusion, we must say that we feel exceptionally
honored to have the enlightening experience of collaborating
with Professor Emeritus Dr. Pedro Joseph-Nathan’s splendidly
rich academic life (www.nathan.cinvestav.mx). The strings
that have tied us for almost 25 years continue to strengthen
our scientific bonds.

Our best wishes for continued remarkably contribution to
the progress of chemistry.
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